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Dear Mr. Jordan and Mr. Morrison:

This law firm has been designated as counsel to Michael Steele and Belinda Cook in the
above captioned Non-Complaint Generated Matter. The Federal Election Commission (“the
Conzmission”) has sficited information pertaining to a concern that Steele for Maryland, Inc.
(“the Committee™) may have accepted excessive cash and in-kind ‘donations from Dr. Monica
Tumer. (Notification Lewer, p.1). Ths Conmaission bms alew solicited irtforneation pertaining to
cesiain Nisrnvemants nmie from tim Comcuiitne to .Uk Tunss's wmnpony, Biosin Sgger
Unlimited, (Rotification Leftur, p. 2). Fisally, s Comsission has inguiled winther the
cmm_mm.iuﬁmwm-mmummoursmhmnm
not provide remunstinn. @) As dessocitrated by the fellowing, ss wall as the enciased
expert declmation of former Commissioner dLichas! Tonar, ne cause exists to conglzds that the
Commitiee, M. Mm&MMWMFMMCdeIM
(“the Act™) in any respect.

With respect ® the comributions received from Dt. Fourner, and refunded to Br. Tamer's
corporation; the two trmussotion® in guesion rdflect s effort by the Conuslitee @ reimbesve
legitianate memepdign finniinising expenses. As tha sister of eemstidsis Michael Steele, Dr. Turner
organized ind Dapnd vwo Smdraisers for Mr. Seele’s Senme campeign, on July 8, 2006 und
October 21, 2006. She also assisted with funds toward Intemnet and radio advertising, as well as
by helping with miscellinesun outlays. In totel shs spent $37,262.3S. Repnuse it was
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Dr. Tumer that she would be reimbursed for amounts beyond the maximum allowsble individual
donation. Accordingly, Dr. Tumner previded the Committee with an itemized list of expenditures
as well 23 an itemized invoice under the name of her company Brown Sugar Unlimited, LLC
("Brown Sugar”). Payment for all services provided to the Committee were made by the
Commiftee in February of Z0C7. There is no evidence to suggest, as the Corzmission’s
Notification Letier would indiieft, ®a¢ sech Invoices or puymsents wore meade to conveal the
legititnute pusments fix logitineme compaign ssviom szoviiid © the Comnitee. Caspuipgn
commiltces manice aush oriymenis mimry day. Mmmoinr, dm lisied sorpemis hendquesms of
Browvn Sigar wage iks sama a8 Dr. Tusans’s home addrass.

In addition to this law firm, the facts and circmnstances surrounding Dr. Turner's
contributions and subsequent reimbursement have been shared with Michael Toner of Bryan
Cave LLP. As the Commission is aware, Mr. Toner heads his firm's Election Law and
GovmmaﬂE&iumcﬁumndpmﬁoﬂyuMu:Camhﬁm«mﬂChﬁmof
the Commission. Ax st Torth in defail in e scoompmying Diclamtion, Dr. Tirmer made
contributions for bosm £ campuign activitiés at fair value. The Conenitiee’s reimbursement of
thase ssmtributions swem batll pussisiibl and BSnd weousesy 5 susee by theal De. Tumyr did
not sommibmiz giegier then the miguwary msxismum of 84,200 m oontritmtiems.  Expert
DMnﬁMMTmRm“ﬂhuemmthMnn
Tumer (“Tonar Daclazaiion™), attacied hezeto.

Ultimately, It is Mr. Tomer's conclusion, shared by the undsrsigned, that the
Committes's payment %o Ms, ‘lumer was not only legally permussible, 18 was also legally
required to prevent the existence of any exvessive in-kind contributions from Ms. Turner to the
Committes's primary and general election campaigns, was a permissible use of campaign funds
under 2 TLN.C § 4%M(a)(D) aridl did not onmpiinte & rofifmed nersnll we of campdign fAnedn
To the emtmat th: Commissinn shoy:ld cimclude thet amesdod gue-primemy, mas-geneml or 48
hosr diminmres. ser Wowofiwial ot this peint, the Cosersiites wiil bn villimg to file such
smeintmeiss.

With sespect to payments made to the two vendaors, Form Maatess and GOP Shoppe, any

.past reposting errors with respect fo these payments bave long since been identified, and

comrected Dy the Committee, ARer closely examining all psyments made from July 31, 2008 to

‘the present from the Michsel Steele for Maryland Committes account ("'State Account”), it was

determined that with respect to services provided to the Committee, one payment each to Form
Masters (in the amenR of $7,7.00) und GOP Bheyppe {in fis amount of 829,973.30) was
camssnaly paidl by thw State Acowant Byr services wiith wese legitinonly peiomaad far G
Committe; Both vexndors mamfacture poiitivilly-orimmind nuoerials indhiding sigas, buttons,
mailing, bamner stiviears, anpee], batiosns and othes similsr tmmm. Almmgh the Calhmistes

- initially lisind theas debix os s swm, the debts lsier enmemeonsly wms musmnd booruse they wese

mistakuely belicwd at the time ta here been incamed as an izmkind conkriimticn to e Maryland
Regmblicen Party.
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Upon leaming of the erroneous payments and reporting, in March and April of 2009, the
Committee issued payment to the GOP Shoppe for $29,973.30 and to Form Masters in the
amount of $7,767.00. Subsequently, these two vendors issued reimbursement payments to the
Stale Avcount aud xuled fedurd dicclosune: wer [ilwd for G Cutnmitivs un Aguil 15, 2009.
They reent Comattitten miport cavering the perind Jamimy 1, 2000 tn March 31, 2009 reflont that
both veadurs lwve been paid ix full and meither ias 1 outitanding balumee. The Commities fus
further peripemed a review of all Committes bank statensents detailing the wisiidrawals from the
aconcnt af esch bank, as well s the public diclasuse farms refleativg the payee for eack
withdomal, snt t2 Commitice sow belizves that sl other payments fsomm the State Account
were completely proper expenditymes for the benefit of the State Accousd. The erroneous
mmbpmmmﬂmwmmmnmuwumwmm

Thuuk you Ao your couperudon. Plemses do nou besdue w conu me 1Y cun be of uny
assidtance o you i resolving this matter.
Very truly yomrs,

Stefan C. Passantino

aoveruld



